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Paul Dunham, the subject of a Spokesman-Review story
Friday on the deeply held desire of many seniors to grow
old in their own homes, died Monday.

Dunham had lived in his Hayden mobile home with Nancy,
his wife of 60 years, until Thursday when his heatth
Paul Dunham, right, along with his son  deteriorated and he needed constant care. At that point,

Paul Dunham Il during a family . .
gethering on Aupust 22 at his home in his fam"y moved him to the mamym of his "aUQNBf-
Hayden. Paul Dunham 83 died on Kristi Taylor.

Monday, November 15, 2010 at the

home of his daughter Kristi Taylor who 1y yyam was 83 and had suffered from a neuromuscular

lives in unincorporated . L., .

Kootensi Courty. disorder that diminished his body to 83 pounds over the
course of two decades. He also was diabetic and had
prostate cancer. Taylor said her father retained his

characteristic good humor and positive attitude up until he slipped into a coma on Saturday.
He was cracking jokes,” she said.

Dunham was bom Oct. 8, 1927, in Erie, Penn., where he met and mamied Nancy in May
1850. The couple had three children, seven grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.

Durham worked many years as a milkman, and Taylor said he taught his chikirento work
hard and reap the benefits because you re proud of what you do. It doesn t matier what you
do as long as you re proud of it*

The Dunhams moved to Florida in 1951, where Paul Dunham loved to fish the Keys. They
moved fo Republic about 20 years later, drawn, Nancy Dunham said, by inexpensive land.
They lived there 10 years before moving to Spokane. in 1880, they moved to the mobile
home park in Hayden.

They were able to remain in their home, with the assistance of a 25-howr-a-week caregiver,
due to a Medicaid program that provides in-home care in lieu of nursing-home care. The
story highlighted the nationwide growth of health care options that aliow people to recelve
caregiver assistance at home instead of moving to nursing homes.

Though his condition sapped his body of strength, Paul Dunham s mind remained sharp and,
until recently, he continued to pay his own bilts and balance his checkbook to the penny. As
his sirength deteriorated, Dunham constartly found new ways to perform basic daily tasks,
always advocating for doing what he had to do to get by.

Do the best you can and be thankful you can do it," Paul Dunham said earfier this fall, of his
approach to life. |like just belng independent.”

Get more news and Information at Spokesman.com
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